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Before the walk began, Joanne Meraz was taking pictures of a board displaying organizations the walk would benefit.
She said she’d include the pictures in thank-you notes to friends and colleagues at Glendale Community College who
sponsored her walk.

She said she became a full-time student at Glendale College after facing unemployment, and was able to work
through a bout of depression with the help of people who befriended her.
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“I want to give back to the community that helped me,” she said.

A quarter of the money earned from the walk will benefit the Bailey Human Care Center in Tujunga; the Loaves and
Fishes food pantry in Glendale, Burbank and Los Angeles; Food for Thought, a program serving low-income students
at Glendale Community College; the ShareOurSelves thrift store in Glendale; and the Salvation Army’s Meals on
Wheels program.

The remaining 75% goes to support programs that span 80 countries and provide improved water access, materials
for rebuilding after natural disasters, and food and medicine for refugees in Rwanda and Kenya, organizers said.

It was also the fifth consecutive year that Feinstein Foundation supplemented the money raised from Glendale’s Crop
Walk.
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